
DMTI Spatial’s Census Demographic Boundary Files have been
designed to nest with the precision-based CanMap® portfolio of street
map data products.

Enumeration Area (EA)
An Enumeration Area is a geographic area canvassed by one census representative – the
smallest geographic area for which census data is reported. It may contain approximately
125 to 440 dwellings depending on whether it is located in a rural or urban area. 

Census Subdivision (CSD)
Census Subdivision is the term applied to municipalities (as determined by provincial
legislation) or their equivalent, e.g., Indian Reserves, Indian settlements, and 
unorganized territories. 

Census Division (CD) 
Census Division is areas established by provincial law, which are intermediate geographic
areas between the municipality (Census Subdivision) and the province level. Census
Divisions represent counties, regional districts, regional municipalities, and other types of
provincially legislated areas.  

Census Metropolitan Area/Census Agglomeration (CMA/CA) 
The Census Metropolitan Area and the Census Agglomeration is a large urban area (urban
core) combined with adjacent urban and rural areas that have a high degree of social
and economic integration with the urban core. Based on the previous census, a CMA has
an urban core population of at least 100,000 and a CA has an urban core population of at
least 10,000. A CMA may be consolidated with adjacent census agglomerations if they are
socially and economically integrated, forming an area known as a consolidated CMA. 

Census Tract (CT)
Census Tracts are small geographic units representing urban or rural neighbourhood-like 
communities created in CMA’s and CA’s with an urban core population of 50,000 or more
at the previous census. The population of CT’s typically range between 2,500 and 8,000. 

Federal Electoral Districts (FED)
A Federal Electoral District refers to any place or territorial area entitled to elect a
representative member to serve in the House of Commons. There are 295 FED’s in
Canada according to the 1987 Representation Order (1996 Census) and 301 FED’s in the
1996 Representation Order.
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Coverage:
• Nationwide

Currency:
• 1996 as derived from 

Statistics Canada 

Projection:
• Unprojected latitude, 

longitude 

Datum:
• NAD83

Format:
• ESRI and MapInfo
• Custom formats available 

upon request 
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